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Join us for Worship 

In-Person Worship, 
Live Streamed  

Sundays  
at 10 a.m. 

Live Streaming will 
continue indefinitely. 
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Temple Celebrates Its Recent Graduates 
Each year a few of Temple Lutheran’s young mission partners graduate from college or 

high school, but this year has produced a bumper crop of ten graduates. Temple held a 

special worship service to honor these graduates and their families. The theme of the 

service was Dr. Suess’s 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 

The Rev. Kris Peterson 

presided over the service, 

assisted by our Director of 

Discipleship Rob Mannix, 

as Pastor Tim and his 

family were recovering 

from COVID.  Rob 

presented the attending 

graduates to the 

congregation and led 

special prayers for all the 

graduates, some of whom 

were unable to attend due 

to jobs and other 

commitments. A potluck 

lunch followed the service in the courtyard, complete with grilled hot dogs and 

hamburgers.  

We wish all our graduates a fulfilling and successful future! The honorees are: 

 

Sasha Boston – Haverford High School  

Zoe Boston – Lawrence University - BS 

Biochemistry, minor in music performance, summa 

cum laude 

Emily Burd – San Diego State University – Bachelors 

of Science, cum laude  

Julia Burd – Friends’ Central High School  

Derek Luther – Haverford High School  

Anna Mannix – Springfield High School  

Noah Mannix – Temple University – BA English, 

summa cum laude  

Stephen Mittleman – University of Pittsburgh – B.S. 

Computer Science  

Sammy Szlachta – Merion Mercy Academy  

Courtney Taddeo – Haverford High School  

 

Rob grills up some hot dogs 
and hamburgers to help 
celebrate TLC’s graduates. 

Rob leads the TLC congregation in prayer for our recent 
graduates. Shown left to right: Emily, mom Ingrid, Julia,  
dad Bob, Stephen and mom Lillian. 



 

  ROCKY RAILWAY VBS 2022 

Temple Lutheran’s VBS was back and as fun as ever! 

Registration had a slow start, but in the end over 50 

children were signed up! The level of energy brought by our 

staff was contagious! The children seemed a bit hesitant 

the first day, as there hadn’t been an in-person VBS since 

before the pandemic. By day 2, their smiles were in full 

force! After learning the schedule, the excitement grew as 

the campers moved to each activity! 

Pastor Tim led games for each of the 5 groups. Florrie 

Marks taught the campers our VBS songs and motions. 

Dick and Janet Bruss with Calvin Lawler made sure 

children were fed with exciting train themed snacks (a 

favorite of the youngest group whose anticipation grew as 

they walked down the hallway to snack!).  

Rob Mannix was the bible storyteller of VBS. Children learned a bible verse, story of the day, and to TRUST JESUS!  

Amy Mescia had daily crafts lined up for the children. The art that came out of this activity was fantastic! Children were thrilled 

to show their families all the work they had done. 

2022 Rocky Railway’s mission was to help Ukrainian refugees. Jeanne Daniels and Leah Hynansky were the leaders in 

Missions. They worked together to teach campers and staff about Ukrainian culture as well as the needs all people have to 

live. As the children entered the classroom, chairs were lined up as a train. All would get on the train to start the lesson. 

Mykola the gnome would hop on too! Children tried their hand at writing with the Ukrainian alphabet. Leah even made each of 

the children Ukrainian nametags. Leah dressed in Ukrainian garb, and brought clothing with beautiful embroidery along with 

Ukrainian art. Ukrainian holidays and lifestyles were discussed.  Thank you Jeanne and Leah for teaching us all about 

Ukrainian culture and putting a beautiful light on why this mission was chosen.  

An offering was gathered each morning at VBS, and was an opportunity for children to learn, help, 

and raise funds for others in need. To help Ukrainian refugees, it was decided that Nationalities 

Service Center in Philadelphia would be the organization chosen to receive the funds. The NSC is 

working directly with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Ukraine and 

Ukraine’s surrounding countries (Hungary, Romania, Poland, and Slovakia).  NSC’s Philadelphia 

chapter is working to bring Ukrainians safely to the US and equip them for success.  

The children visibly saw the train grow with funds. For every $10 raised, a “train” was hung up 

front. Every morning at worship, children would come in with varying donations. We all saw that no 

matter how small the offering (pennies, nickels, dollars), put together with others, it can make a 

difference! On Thursday at worship, we were less than $3 from our goal of $400. A camper held 

up $3 and the emotion of joy echoed through the sanctuary from meeting that goal!  Then, an 

anonymous donor stepped up and chose to match the offering collected through Friday. At 

closing worship Friday, parents were invited early to hear children sing the songs from the week. We announced the total 

raised and being $5 shy of $1000 with the matching funds, another child held up money. The parents and grandparents in the 

room and probably the community, were able to hear and feel the elation of kids and staff! By the end of the day Friday, VBS 

raised 1025.62. However, the growth of this mission didn’t stop there! Our generous donor extended the matching to Sunday.  

After collection, our mission’s project raised over $2100 in one week  

for NSC Philly!  

Many thanks to Pastor Tim! Your creativity, energy, and passion for 

sharing God’s love motivates us all!   

Thank you to the incredible decorating team (Dick, Janet, Jeanne, Lillian, 

Amanda R., Rob, Karen, Declan, Dana, Delaney), for creating the Rocky 

Railway from Pastor Tim’s sketch!   

Thank you adult group leaders, youth volunteers, campers, parents, and 

everybody for the prayers and donations.  It was an amazing week filled 

with God’s love!  

Pastor Tim and “Charlie” taught VBS campers to “Trust 
Jesus!” 

Leah and Eliotte wore 
Ukranian clothing in 
Missions class. 

Campers get ready to hear a story at VBS. 



Caleb Anthony Muller 

Baptized on June 11, 2022 

Parents: Kaitlyn and Peter Muller 

Sponsors: Elissa Voccola and  

Stephen Voccola 

Food Pantry 

The August Food Pantry served 18 

families. Three youth shoppers 

helped these families choose and 

carry their groceries. Thanks to 

Campbell McCormack (8th grade) 

and community volunteers Tanush 

Parikh (9th grade) and Owen 

Rabadam (11th grade) for your 

service. 

 

The food pantry 

welcomes youth 

servers, as well 

as adults, and is 

in need of fruit 

and applesauce. 

Please consider monetary or item 

donations. There are many people 

locally who rely on our pantry. 

No glass items accepted for the 

safety of our patrons and helpers. 

Next pantry day is September 24.  

To volunteer, please email:  

pantry@templelutheran.org. 

TLC Honors First Responders at the 

Wilmington Blue Rocks Game 

Last time was so memorable, we went back, though in between the two visits 

a pandemic happened. A group from Temple Lutheran Church, including kids 

and kids at heart, spent a warm August Sunday at the Wilmington Blue Rocks 

stadium enjoying an exciting baseball game, but also cooking up and serving 

a nutritious breakfast to offer to any first responders.  

Breakfast tacos with all the 

trimmings were offered along 

with coffee, juice and other 

beverages. Many first 

responders, as well as Blue 

Rocks staff and a few random 

passersby dug into the hearty 

meal. First responders also 

received a goodie bag 

containing snacks, bottled 

water and a St. Michael the 

Archangel medal. As game 

time approached and goodie 

bags remained, Pastor Tim 

played Santa Clause and 

trudged off with a sack full of 

the goodies, which he 

distributed to any first 

responders he encountered. 

All were appreciative of TLC’s efforts and thoughtfulness.  

Between breakfast and the game, TLC’s group and our first-responder guests 

from the Narberth Rescue Squad participated in a worship service honoring 

the first responders, thanking them for their dedication, and thanking God for 

giving us these special people in our lives and asking God to bless them and 

keep them safe. The music, led by Florrie Marks and Mark Wallace, and sung 

enthusiastically by Pastor Tim, was lively and inspiring as always. 

TLC’s seats were in the very front rows between home plate and first base, a 

perfect view of a game in which the Blue Rocks were winning, alas, until the 

very end! The loss did not diminish the enjoyment, and everyone went home 

happy, tired, and full of yummy snacks. Gus especially enjoyed his delicious, 

special-delivery popcorn 

from a kind concession 

worker who felt terrible 

when they ran out earlier 

in the game.  When the 

game concluded, the 

youngsters in attendance 

were permitted to “run the 

bases.” TLC’s kids, all the 

way down to two-year-old 

Sam, did so with 

enthusiasm. 

If you missed this fun-filled 

field trip, be sure to make 

it a priority next time. It’s 

always a good time at the 

“old ball game.”   

 

 

Pastor Tim identifies the breakfast taco 
ingredients for First responders. 

Calvin’s family enjoys creating their  
breakfast tacos at the Blue Rocks game. 



   

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Contact Us 

If you have any questions, or if 

you have suggestions  or 

submissions for the  

upcoming Evangel: 

Temple Lutheran Church 

501 Brookline Blvd 

Havertown, PA 19083 

(610) 446-3270 

temple@templelutheran.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.templelutheran.org 

Book Club Meeting 

Our next TLC Book Club 

meeting will be on  

October 3 at 8 PM in 

TLC’s Cafe. The book will 

be Miracles and Other 

Reasonable Things: A 

Story of Unlearning and 

Relearning God by Sarah 

Bessy.  

Please join us for great discussion and 

fellowship. Even if you haven't read the book, 

you are very welcome to join! For more 

details on how to join the video chat, contact 

Despina at despina.kontos@gmail.com.  

Assisting at Worship 

We are looking for servants to help in leading 

worship. Sign up in the back of church. Any 

questions please contact the office or Rob 

Mannix. 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Wednesday, 

November 14,  

2:30 – 7 PM 

Contact Sue Davaro 

for an appointment.  

Please enter from 

Earlington Rd. 

Women’s Club 

Women’s Club will reconvene in the fall. 

Watch the bulletin and the Temple 

Connections for information. Questions: 

contact Lisa Schneller. 

Café for Adults 

Join us for discussion and fellowship, along 

with coffee, tea and a tasty treat, every 

Sunday at 9 AM, in person (in the Café) or on 

Zoom. In the upcoming weeks we will be 

discussing the different versions of the Bible. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sunday    Back to School Blessing 
September 4  Special blessing for teachers, students, 
10 AM    school nurses, aides, principals,  
      crossing guards, bus drivers, etc. 
  

Sunday    God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
September 11 Building Rain Gardens on Earlington 
10 AM    Contact: Rob Mannix 

Tuesday   LIFE Center Meal 
September 13 Contact: Ingrid Burd 
6 PM  

Sunday    Rally Day 
September 18 Sunday School begins with    
9 AM     outdoor rally followed by 10 AM worship 

Saturday   TLC Food Pantry Service Day 
September 24 Servants Welcome! 
1-3 PM 

Sunday    Pastor Tim’s 10-Year Anniversary 
September 25 Special worship service with  
10 AM    celebration to follow 

Sunday   Blessing of the Animals  

October 2   No Livestream  

10 AM   Service will be recorded and posted 

Monday   Book Club 

October 3  Check with Despina for details. 

8 PM    (See announcements below.) 

Saturday  Food Pantry Service Day 

October 22  Servants Welcome! 

1-3 PM 

mailto:despina.kontos@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88930979243

