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Join us for Worship 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

 In-Person Worship, 
Live Streamed   
at 10:00 a.m. 

Christmas Eve 
Children’s Service 

3:00 PM 

Sacred Music 7:00 PM 

Candlelight Service 
7:30 PM 
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Love and Lasagna Sent to the Homebound 

During November, as part of the worship series on the Sacramental Life, Pastor Tim 

preached on the Anointing of the Sick, a sacramental ritual meant to heal (if not in body, 

then in spirit) and nourish those suffering from illness. He said that we are all capable of 

bringing this healing and nourishment to those who need it. To demonstrate this, the 

congregation then joined together in making lasagnas to be delivered to those mission 

partners homebound because of sickness, compromised immunity, or caregiving 

responsibilities. The lasagnas were baked during the remainder of the worship service 

and delivered hot by willing attendees. 

Recipients of the lovingly made lasagnas were extremely grateful, for both the food and 

the visits by their TLC brothers and sisters. Good feelings abounded in the recipients, the 

preparers and the deliverers, as 

expressed in an email from someone 

who received a lasagna made with 

TLC love in church that Sunday: 

"I wanted to thank you for the lasagna 

yesterday. I’m not sure whose idea it 

was to put us on the list to receive it 

but I am most appreciative. I was 

planning on being there to help 

prepare the lasagnas for others in 

need and I must admit, I was a little 

taken aback when I heard that 

someone brought one for us. I am 

much more comfortable being on the 

‘giving’ end than the ‘receiving’ end. It 

made me a little sad that we need 

people to bring things to us. That 

people are feeling badly for us and our 

situation. I also had a very difficult day 

yesterday and was truthfully feeling 

pretty sorry for myself and beating 

myself up pretty good. After my little ‘pity party’ I decided to sit still and just feel my 

feelings and surprise of all surprises, I heard a wee little voice that said, ‘Don’t let your 

pride get in the way of this lovely gesture! This is only your ego talking!’ In that moment, I 

felt a warm feeling of comfort and care come over me and a few (maybe more) tears 

later, I felt calm and peaceful and grateful. I also remembered how good it feels to help 

someone else and thought of all the people who helped make the lasagnas that were 

given out to families like ours. I hoped that they felt those good feelings and the gratitude 

of those of us who received them.  We ate the lasagna tonight for dinner and it was 

delicious!!! And even better, I had a night off of cooking dinner! Thank you 

again!  Sending much gratitude from a human who is continuing to learn that they are 

worthy of love, comfort, and care from others!" 

Worshippers sanitize their hands before 
assembling lasagna. 



  Blessed With Generosity 

and New Mission Partners 

On Consecration Sunday, in the continuation of the 

Sacramental Life worship series, Pastor Tim reminded us 

all that Holy Orders do not refer only to the ordained but to 

all of us. We are all called to ministry and the work of the 

church.  

Part of that ministry is the responsibility to support the 

church financially. On Consecration Sunday, mission 

partners make their pledges after having carefully 

reflected on what they can truly afford to donate. They are 

asked to consider their own circumstances, the growing 

expenses of the church, and the needs of the community. 

As in past years, the mission partners have once again 

shown overwhelming generosity.  

On this Sunday we also welcomed new mission partners 

fully into our church. Just as in a baptismal service, we 

denounced Satan, professed our beliefs, and promised to 

help and guide the new mission partners in their faith. The 

new mission partners are: Ryan and Jill MacDougall and 

Ella, Lucas, and Caroline; Maureen O’Ryan; Michele 

Smith; Brian and Kelly Terwilliger and Carly; Dan and 

Caitlin Terwilliger and Violet, Ruby, and Daniel; Dan and 

Becky Wantman and Colby. We are so glad that you are 

all with us! 

Worship was followed by a luncheon in Fellowship Hall to 

celebrate our new mission partners and our commitment 

and dedication to Temple Lutheran.  

 

Advent Brings Candles and Carols 
Advent has begun in earnest, ready or not, and many spiritual 

opportunities are available at Temple Lutheran. A new sermon series 

entitled “The First Carols of Christmas” has focused on Mary, the 

Mother of God, and her willingness to submit her life to the plan God 

had for her.  

On Wednesdays during Advent a craft will be created at 6:30, followed 

by study and prayer at 7:00. This midweek series is family friendly — all 

ages are welcome.  

Additional opportunities for service include the Advent Generosity 

Project supporting a Ukrainian family, the Food Pantry on December 

17, and the Life Center dinner on January 10. 
The children’s choir sings following the Advent 
candle lighting by the McCormack family. 

Lessons From Ukraine 

By Lisa Schneller 

"Be nice." Words shared by children during Temple Lutheran's 

Sermon on the Steps on a recent Sunday. It was their response 

when asked what someone should do if they met a Ukrainian 

refugee, new to their school or community. 

Leading the sermon was Iryna Kokhanevych and Susan Fink of 

the Nationalities 

Services Center, 

who came to 

thank those who 

raised money for 

Ukrainian 

refugees during 

Vacation Bible 

school. The 

children listened 

intently to Iryna, 

who left Ukraine a 

few months ago, 

leaving her family 

behind, to help 

others in the United States who have been ripped away from 

their homeland. "Be understanding. Be a friend," she shared, 

adding that young people arriving to their school may feel 

embarrassed, anxious or scared. And that it's important to show 

them kindness. 

She thanked them and the church for their financial support. 

She thanked them for taking the time to learn about what was 

happening in Ukraine. She thanked them for telling the truth 

about what is really going on. 

Somehow, I felt it wasn't the children that needed to hear their 

message the most, but those of us in the pews. Those of us 

who sometimes forget that offering a stranger a welcoming 

smile, a seat at the table, and a place in the community 

unconditionally is at the core of our faith. Iryna's words of 

gratitude for telling the truth about what is really going on 

reverberated within the sanctuary and following the service it 

was clear that her words would make their way out the doors 

and into our community. We were so moved by their visit and 

Iryna's willingness to share her story. We are grateful to her for 

reminding us that we all need to be nice.  

Be understanding. And to be a friend. 

Hand stickers represent the hands-on 
blessing received by Iryna and Susan. 



Advent Crafts, Prayers and Sweets 

Temple Lutheran Church’s Midweek Advent Series, open to mission partners, 

friends, and community residents of all ages, began this past Wednesday with 

a simple craft of Advent wreath making. Children could trace their hands onto 

construction paper to create the greens 

for their wreathes.  

The craft-making was followed by an 

Advent study that began and ended with 

prayer. Each week will feature a reading 

from Psalms and a reflection from ELCA 

World Hunger (a ministry of our National 

Church that is transforming God’s world 

in the name of Jesus). 

Perhaps the favorite segment of the 

evening was the hot chocolate bar! 

“Real” hot chocolate, made with milk, 

waited to be embellished with sprinkles, 

candy canes, cinnamon, and other 

treats.  

Please join us in the coming weeks for 

more crafts and prayers — and yes, 

surprise treats each week planned and 

executed by Pastor Tim.  

Leo savors his hot chocolate, 
embellished with treats from  
the hot chocolate bar. 

Pantry Gets Into the Christmas Spirit 

Though TLC’s Food Pantry had fewer patrons this past month, perhaps due to 

the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, those who came to shop were grateful and 

happy to see their TLC friends. The shoppers also had the opportunity to 

Christmas shop for gifts for their children and grandchildren. 

A huge array of donated books, toys, games, stuffed animals, Star War 

figures, puzzles and accessories filled multiple tables and made choosing the 

right gift difficult. Once the choosing was accomplished the gifts were passed 

to Bridget Keaveney and Natalie McCormack who expertly wrapped and 

labeled them.  

December’s Food 

Pantry day has been 

moved to December 

17 to accommodate 

the Christmas 

holiday. If you can 

help please contact 

Bridget McCormack. 

If you would like to 

donate food items, 

the need right now is 

for peanut butter, 

canned fruit, laundry 

detergent, snacks 

and tomato products. 

Please check the 

expiration dates on 

the products. Please, 

no glass items. 

Natalie and Bridget wrap Christmas gifts that Food 
Pantry patrons have chosen for their children and 
grandchildren. 

Our special Advent project this 

year is to help the Tatarchuk-

Gadzhaman family who recently 

moved to Havertown from war-

torn Ukraine. Olga, Alex and their 

three children are trying to bring 

Olga’s parents to the US so that  

the grandchildren can be reunited 

with their grandparents. 

For every $10 donated, a 

sunflower will be added to the 

Christmas tree in the narthex of 

the church in honor of or in 

memory of someone special to 

you. Donate in church, mail to 

Temple Lutheran Church, or 

donate online on our website. 

*An anonymous donor has come 

forward to match donations!* 

More Generosity 

The generous people of TLC 

donated 100 Christmas gifts for 

foster children under the care of 

Bethany Christian Services and 60 

gift bags of personal items for the 

women in  Chester Eastside 

Ministries! 

Rest in Peace 

Please keep Janet and Dick Bruss 

and their family in your prayers as 

they mourn the death of Janet’s 

dad Bill Codner, who resided in 

England. 

https://www.templelutheran.org/tlc-fundraisers


   

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Contact Us 

If you have any questions, or if 

you have suggestions  or 

submissions for the  

upcoming Evangel: 

Temple Lutheran Church 

501 Brookline Blvd 

Havertown, PA 19083 

(610) 446-3270 

temple@templelutheran.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.templelutheran.org 

Book Club Meeting 

Our next book for the TLC 

Book Club will be The 

Women of the Bible 

Speak: The Wisdom of 16 

Women and Their 

Lessons for Today by 

Shannon Bream. 

Please join us on Monday, January 9 at 7:30 

PM for great discussion and fellowship. 

Even if you haven't read the book, you are 

very welcome to join! For more details on 

how to join the video chat, contact Despina 

at despina.kontos@gmail.com.  

Poinsettias 

If you would like to help  beautify the church 

with poinsettia plants for Christmas you may 

fill out the bulletin insert or order online. 

Plants are $7.50 each and we ask that you 

pick up after the Christmas Day service, the 

following week, or make a note to make 

other arrangements. Please remember to 

add In Memory/In Celebration note. Orders 

are due December 14th! 

Life Center Meal—January 10 

Consider helping TLC serve at the Life 

Center by making meatloaf and/or mac and 

cheese, or by donating fruits, napkins, 

plates, cups, sugar, coffee or milk. More 

information can be found at the Sign Up 

Genius or contact Ingrid Burd.  

Christmas Pageant 

Don’t miss Temple’s Christmas pageant, 

“The Best Present of All,” on Sunday, 

December 18 at 10 AM (in person or live 

streamed). Watch and see what our young 

people have created this Christmas. Catch 

the true spirit of the season! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Monday   TLC Book Club 

January 9  See announcements below 

7:30 PM   

Tuesday  Life Center Meal 

January 10  Watch for details 

6:00 PM      

Saturday  TLC Food Pantry  

January 28     Servants Welcome! 

1-3 PM  

Saturday   TLC Food Pantry Service Day 

December 17  Servants Welcome! 

1-3 PM 

Saturday   Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 4-6pm  

December 17  Cookies, Cocktails, and Karaoke!  6-8pm                   

      Fun for the whole family! 
 

Sunday    Christmas Pageant 

December 18  “The Best Present of All” 

10:00 AM 

Christmas Eve!  3 p.m Christmas Story Service 

Saturday, Dec 24 7 pm Christmas Celebration of Music 

4pm, 7:00              7:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship  

Sunday    Lessons and Carols 

December 25  In-Person and Live Streamed 

10:00 AM     

mailto:despina.kontos@gmail.com
https://www.templelutheran.org/poinsettia-sale
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4EAAAE28A3FE3-life27
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4EAAAE28A3FE3-life27

